Roll of Honour-Alan Russell Blacket

Rank: Lieutenant
Unit: 19th Battalion
Date of death: 16 August 1916
Cause of death: Died of wounds

Cemetery or memorial details: Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France

War Grave Register notes: BLACKET, Lt. Alan Russell. 19" Bn. Died of wounds 16th
Aug. 1916. Son of James Russell Blacket and Isabel Blacket, of Collooney, Gladstone Ave.,
Mosman. Native of Bathurst.

Photo “Bathurstian” circa 1916.



Student at All Saints’ College, Bathurst. 1905-1912
Athletics Gold Medal 1910, 1912

Noted Batsman

Blacket., G, B, Kendall W, A. Cuningham. |

R Glasson, M. R, futtor. J, W. Schomberg. A. l%{'q, ot o :
R. N. Gilmout, A. Haviiand. WW. Twige. e

Blackett, Rugby Captain 1910. Beside him (L) is Kendall who died of illness contracted at
Anzac.

“In 1916, on the day on which news arrived that Alan Blacket was killed at the front in
the Great War, the School played St Stanislaus the last game for fourteen years and
won. In 1912 Alan Blacket himself had captained the last team to beat St Stanislaus at
football.”

School History 1963 ed. P.129
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Extract from Bathurstian



BLACKET, Alan Russell
22; DOW 16/8/1916; 19th Battalion; Pozieres.
3rd year law student, University of Sydney. Parents James & Isobel, Gladstone
Avenue, Mosman. Descendant of Edmund Thomas Blacket, distinguished
Architect, who designed the Great Hall of the University of Sydney, St Andrews
Cathedral and many other prominent buildings in NSW.

*“... he proved himself a very brave little fellow.”

e Their Name Liveth for Evermore Mosman’s Dead in the Great War 1914-1918 —
George Franki

Extract from notes from Australian War Memorial:

Battle of Pozieres
23 July 1916 - 07 August 1916

Pozieres, a small village in the Somme valley in France, was the scene of bitter and costly
fighting for the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions in mid 1916.

The village was captured initially by the 1st Division on 23 July 1916. The division clung to
its gains despite almost continuous artillery fire and repeated German counter-attacks but
suffered heavily. By the time it was relieved on 27 July it had suffered 5,285 casualties.

The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the first, on 29
July, was a costly failure;* the second, on 2 August, resulted in the seizure of further German
positions beyond the village. Again, the Australians suffered heavily from retaliatory
bombardments. They were relieved on 6 August, having suffered 6,848 casualties.

(Note, Blackett mortally wounded the next day)

Both Bean and this writer were short of details on this battalion? As illustrated with
following, the “War Diary” was not maintained for some months:


http://mosman1914-1918.net/project/file_download/3/Mosman+War+Memorial+Booklet+02MAR2012.pdf
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INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
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BLACKET .-Lieutenant Alan Russell Blacket died a Soldier’s death in France on the 16th
August, 1916 this formal tribute to his memory is by those who were nearest to him, and

therefore loved him best. SMH 16/8/17 P.6
DIED OF WOUNDS.

LIEUT. A. R. BLACKET.

Lieutenant Alan Russell Blacket, who died in a London Base Hospital on August 15, had
been wounded in action in France on July 30. He was educated at All Saints' College, Bath-
urst, and at the time of enlisting was reading for his LL.B. examination, and acting as
Associate to His Honor Mr. Justice Street.

SMH 29/8/16 p.6



. St Alban’s Anglican Church Cnr. Lindfield Ave & Tryon St, Lindfield
The writer visited Mosman to gain details of an Old Boy, K.L. Scott. Whose name, as
highlighted below, is on this war memorial. It was only sometime later that another of the
Bathurst Diggers; Blackett, was also found to be also so listed.

Mosman War Memorial

Above photo, Tony Cable 2012



Alan Border Oval

THEY ARE NOT DEAD FOR ALL THEY HAD TO GIVE
THEY SACRIFICED FOR LOVE THAT BIDS THEM LIVE
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Their Name Liveth for Evermore Mosman’s Dead in the Great War 1914-1918 —

George Franki
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